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The JJaltimore Fire

Greatest Disaster of the Kind Since

Chicago Was Burned

Yesterday morning fire broke out in
the heart of the business district of
Baltimore resulting in a conflagra-
tion the like of which hits not been
seen in this country in thirty years
Not since the great Chicago fire of
1S71 has any such wholesale wiping
out of the wealth of a city by lire
beets known in the United States y

The m 5ney loss is estimated at
loO000000 to 200000000 but

though the latter estimate may cover
the actual loss in dollars and cents the
uctual misfortune to the city the set
back which business will suffer the

and delay and dis
turbance of business relations must
inevitably amount to a much greater
loss than can now be measured A
similar destruction bt property in
New York or mean far
less than the practical crippling of the
business enterprise of the smaller city

Baltimore is and has been 1

nut from the beginning of its his-
tory a center of trade and the de-

struction of her business1 houses must
affect a large territory outside the city
limits

Baltimore is an historic city She
has taken just pride in being one of
the few cities in America with his-
torical traditions associated with near-
ly every street and half her buildings
flak greedy
tonic structures which cannot possibly
be replaced and though the burnt dis
trict will in time be rebuilt tho fa-

miliar atmosphere of Baltimore so
essentially Southern so individual so
picturesque cannot be reproduced

This is the dark side of the picture
The bright side may be found per-
haps in the warm syinpafhy which
will be shown to the stricken city the

to lend all possible aid which
is so characteristically American and
the indomitable energy and public
spirit of the American business man
which in every case of such disaster
has caused a ICW cTtJ ttJ arise on the
ruins of the old a permanent proof
of the fact that human courage and
optimism can rise superior even to the
fetes themselves It was so with Chi-

cago it was so with Boston it was so
with Galveston and it will undoubt
edly be sbirifh

Municipal GovernmentS-

ome of the Ways in Which It Is Done

in Berlin

Tlie favorite of the indif
ftrenfc public to suggestions that
American municipal government is

that it should be is How can
it be made any better People who
think seriously that it is impossible to
govern a big city well are invited

an essay by Mark Twain which
if not in the list of best selling books
and has not been published in an edi
tion but deserves to It is
an essay on Berlin and may be found
in the collection of short articles
known as The Million Pound Bank
Iyote

of Berlin taken by this
genial philosopher of horse sense is
crilortainjug and instructive Mr
Clemens grew up in the Middle West
he has lived in more than one of our
cities and he knows probably all that
there is 1o know about tho discom-
forts and abuses which a combination-
of carelessness ignorance and graft
can inflict on a community This
knowledge undoubtedly added fervor
to bis admiration of Berlin

One significant thing which he says
of the city is that its building inspec
tors inspect a building while it is

up they find it cheaper than to
ait until it falls down This state

Cent contains a useful hint to munici
pal building inspectors

In another place he explains the
way in which laws are enforced in
Berlin by citing an incident in his
own experience He was required to
get a passport for a Swiss maid trav-
eling with his family After the first
two or three visits of the policeman
Trho came to attend to this matter a
tariff of five or ten cents was charged
for each Visit Tho policeman did not

et tired of coming but the American
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got tired of seeing him about The
passport was obtained

This also contains a valuable hint
The average American will pay any
sort of tax if he is bothered enough
about it If he were consistently and
persistently followed up by the person
whose duty it was to collect a trifling
sum due the government the govern-
ment would get that sum and the
next time such a matter came up the
tax would be paid without delay

Cotton Madness
i

OneCrop Agriculture in the South and
Elsewhere

Mingled delight and apprehensi-
onn be discerned among thoughtful
Southern folk as a result of the pres
ent soaring price of cotton The

Manufacturers Record of Balti
more says that there is danger of the
speculative spirit which has been
aroused throughout the South becom
ing a great Curse The Atlanta

says that there are thousands of
people in the South today who are
cottonmad The Raleigh News and
Observer on the other hand says
that the low price of cotton in past
years has been the greatest hindrance
to the material development of the
South and that it is better for tIll
South to raise 8000000 hales at lo
cents a pound titan 12000000 bales at
7 to 8 cents a pound This
siders the raising of cotton in Africa
as a bugaboo

There is much to be said on both
sides of this question and probably
nothing which can be said will have
much effect on the result The pres-
ent high price of cotton is likely to
have two results it will contribute to
the immediate material prosperity of
the South enabling many owners of
cotton plantations to enlarge their
borders and it will give England and
Germany an incentive to try raising
cotton on their own account Of the
two Germany is the more formidable
competitor Cotton plantations in
Africa might one of those days be
something more than a bugaboo

If as the Raleigh paper which has
been quoted says the fanner of the

will raise a smaller crop of
and give more time to diversified

agriculture because of the higL
prices that would be a solid benefit to
the South but the chances are about
a hundred to one that he will do noth-
ing of the kind Instead he will give
all his time and all his spare cash to
raising more cotton that being the
most profitable crop and he will

on the West and North for his
other supplies Did the discovery of
oil on a mans land in Pennsylvania
cause him to give his time to some
ther industry or did it cause him to

make all tho money he could out of
oil If it were suddenly to be found
that the price of wheat was going up
100 per cent would that the
wheat fanner to cut down his grain
produce and raise something else

did the antebellum price of
cotton cause the South 1o develop di-

versified industries or did it lead to a
general conviction that cotton
king that the world could not get
along it and that other things
wore not worth attention

The onecrop system is the cause
of more trouble to the farmer than
any other feature of our agricultural
system and it is one great reason for
1is being at tle bottom of the heap so
much of the time There are

of farmers in the South who
raise practically nothing but cotton
just as there are thousands in the
West who raise nothing but wheat
Those Southern farmers depend on
the crossroads store for everything
and if the cotton fails they have
to go in debt for the next years sup
plies This state of things is good for
nobody but the crossroads store keep-

er Moreover a oneindustry section-
is usually in a rather low state of
civilization for the reason that woman
and children compete directly with
men and keep wages down A farm
ing region in which the farmer de-

pends on one or two products for his
ready money and raises most of the
things necessary for sustenance on the
place is likely to come out better at
the end of a century than one which
stakes its whole available wealth on
the price of a single commodity-

To take a practical example here is
one farmer who has land on which he
can in a good year raise a good crop
of hay or wheat and pasturage which
will accommodate a herd of cattle If
he gives all his time to either the wheat-
or the cattle he is at the mercy of
luck in his farming operations If he
raises both he is reasonably certain
of some ready money If however
he must pay out this ready money for
store supplies he will have his nose to
the grindstone all the time But sup
pose instead of depending on others
he raiseshis own chickens beef fruit
vegetables draught animals and
timber land from which he can get
fuel or lumber directly or by some ex
change system Snppdse moreover
his wife and daughters attend to tho
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dairy work and poultry farm and the
lighter work cf the vegetable garden
exchanging their surplus products for
whatever can be bought at the nearest
store This farmer will come out at
the end of the year with a life of
hard work behind him but he will
have a farm and some money to show
for it his children will know how to
do many things which no manual
twining school could teach them bet
ter his food will be it
is not that is his own fault and not
the fault of some faroff dealer in
beef or canned goods and he will

been sure through his whole
business career of at roast enough to

because his farm give hint
To the fanner who raises only

one crop life is a continual gambling
operation in which he stakes his time
money and energy against the wits of
clever Wren who control the market

Increase of Gold Product

Bryans Arguments of Eight Years Ago

in the Light of Today

When William Jennings Bryan
was putting out his arguments for
free coinage if dollars at
the immutabU end eternal ratio of 10

to he predicted a great crisis due to
the failure of money to be cheap and
plenty Since Bryans prediction
many things Iijvo happened Among
them is the ivertLrow of his theory
that the probable void product of the
world inadequate to support cir-

culation Tire demand for gold has
acted on the yellow metal quite the
Same as demand would act on the sup
ply of any other product The pro-
duction of gold has b m marvolously
increased More rich strikes of
gold have been reported as search was
stimulated For example within the
past week gold mines of great re-

sources have been opened up in Trin
ity county Cal and new mining mills
will soon begin to crush the ore More
than this there has been wonderful
progress in the working of ores so
that ores that were thrown away b
cause they could not be profitably
worked are now worked with great
profit while the richer ores are liihu
lously profitable

Since Bryans prediction of ad-

versity the country has become the
greatest money distributing center ot
the globe aria has become the greatest
commercial power as well as the great-

est domestic power By adhering te

the policy of sound and ample money
the country has gone on from one

of prosperity to another so that
today fitf only danger in our pathway-

is the danger which comes from lime

abuse of highly concentrated powei
in the hands of mass and class And
Roosevelt stands not against conceit

ir t ion but against its perversion

The Universal Language-

A New Plan Advanced for Unifying
Human Speech

Somebody has suggested that Latin
be made the universal language since
Volapuk Esperanto and various
other artificial dialects seem to be

making so little headway This
the old that the Ro

mans had time to the world
because they were bom with the
knowledge of those nouns which have
their accusative in im The advocate
of the scheme however makes haste
to explain that he docs not mean time

Latin of Cicero and Virgil of Horace
and Livy nor even the Latin of the
Middle Ages which came as near be-

ing the universal language as any-

thing could being used by all edu-

cated men He means the Latin which

was the common speech which
taught by Roman soldiers to the un-

washed barbarians whom encoun-

tered and which rapidly incorporated
itself teen into dialects so primitive-

as those of Britain and Gaul He
that this language is much sim-

pler than that with which we all
wrestled in our youthful days It is
to be hoped so

The idea therefore is that a sort
of pigeonLatin could be devised
which would be intelligible to all Eu
ropean peoples from its similarity to
much of their own speech and would
be easily learned by Orientals But if
we are going to disregard grammati-
cal forms and talk pigconanything
why not pigeonEnglish Americans
at any rate are likely to take

They arc too busy to learn a-

new language for the purpose of con-

versing with the inhabitants of
Kamtchatka unless it is absolutely
necessary

Russoll Sage Is reported to have said

that whon he to die and leave his
fortune more than one porson will be
surprised If he wore to take It with
him or not die at all they would be
more surprised

It would be Interesting to know how
much of the popular sympathy for Japan
against Russia is due to tho fact that
bathing Is tho universal custom In tho
Isle of DragonFly-

Mr Bryan still In the octo
pus as firmly as a Jersey hotelkeeper In
the sea serpent
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GEpLOGICAL SURVEY
ENLARGES ITS SCOPE

Survey Now Divided Into Branches Mineral Resources of

Alaska Investigated by Commission

The twentyfourth annual report of
the Director of the United States

Survey which is now ready for
distribution shows that the several
branches of that organization greatly
cnlirgect the scope of their work and
increasvi their activities during the last
fiscal year The period covered IB from
July l 1902to July 1 1903 for the Work
of which Congress had appropriated tho
sum of 1377470

The Survey as now organized IB

Into five branches tho geologic
topographic hj 1 ographlc publication
and administration

Geologic Branch
The geologic branch includes the dl

visions of geology and paleontology of
mining and mineral resources and of
physics and chemistry The administra
tion of the envision of geology and

was in the hands of the ge-
ologist In charge while scientific super-
vision rested with the chiefs of sections

The Various sections Included those of
areal geology Pleistocene geology pro I

Cambrian and metamorphic geology
petrology economic geology of metal
llferous ores economic geology of non
metalliferous minerals and

A new section waacroated dur-
ing the year that of petrology The
petrographic laboratory maintained in
connection with this section has prob
ably no equal In the quality or the
rapidity of Its work

A new feature of the work of the 31
vision of geology and paleontology was

MONEY FOR USE HERE
IN SUNDRY CIVIL BILL

Two Local Appropriations Likely to Be
Included With Measure

Two Government Improvements of lo-

cal Interest which have long been
awaited by Washingtonians will douot
less i Included in coming legislation by
Congress These art the first appro-
priation for the Hilt of Records and the
assignment of a sum sufficient for pur
chasing the block of ground south of
the Postofflce Department building for
a maIlbag repair shop and other

Both these projects have been under
consideration for so long a time that ac
Urn Is now deemed Imperative No at-
tempt will be made to secure the Money
by separate bills The plan most likely
to be determined on Is to include the
two amounts in the sundry civil appro-
priation bill The amount to appro-
priated at this time for the Hall of Rec-
ords Is half a million dollars with a pro-
viso that the total cost of the Improve-
ment shall not exceed two millions For
the property to be purchased

the present postofflee premises an
amount approximating 200000 will re
quired

VICE REGENT TO MEET
ARMY AND NAVY CHAPTER

Army anfl Xavy Chapter of the D A
R wilf meet with the Vlofr Mrs
Winston at the Portnar at 4 oclock
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tho preparation find publication of a
Contributlns to Eco-

nomic GeQlogy 1902 which Is intended-
to be the first of an annual series

From the appropriation of 163700 for
geologic work allotments were for
fortyseven parties which wero
sent to all parts of the oountry In
addition to this 14000 was appropri-
ated for the paleontologlc work of six
other parties Brief accounts of the

accomplished by each party are
given In the report j

Mineral Resources
Under authority of an act of Congress

making an of JCOOOO for
a continuation of the Investigation of
the mineral resources of Alaska five
parties wore actively engaged In Hold
work during the summer of A
somewhat detailed account of the in-

vestigations made by these parties Is
given In the report

The principal work of the division of
mining and mineral resources is the
preparation of the annual report on the
mineral resources of the United States
although considerable time is devoted to
answering technical inquiries At the
request of the Director of the Census
the schedules of Inquiry of the Twelfth
Census in regard to mining were in
cluded with the statistical cards annual-
ly sent out by the Survey The returns
were transmitted through the Geological
Survey to the Census Office thus af-

fording both offices the benefit of co
operation

EXAMINATIONS BRING

GRIEF TO MIDSHIPMEN-

A Score of Naval Classmen Thrown Out

for Deficiency

Semiannual examinations just com-

pleted at the Naval Academy brought
grief to many mldshipitiOit Seven

of the second year class the class
which will finish next year were turn
ed back into the third class Seventeen
members of the second class were found
to be below grade and more than a
score of member of this class and the
fourth class were asked to resign be-
cause of their deficiency In standing
The midshipmen whose resignations
have been asked are

Third class W Lege Burnett of
Georgetown Ga CassIus M Cade Jr
Shawnee Okla W G Markland Penn
Yan X Y and J A Slslobee ElmIra
X Y

Fourth class W B Piersol of Phila-
delphia Pa John Borland New York
city B D Rogers Springfield Ill H
C Springfield 111 W B Ing
ham Salem L Hill
ton S C E V Rlnehard Baltimore
aid Jerry Witt Mount Ida Ark E
L Anderson Grosseville Mich John
Phillip at large Harry Lyon Maine
Senatorial R L Waco Tex
John I Adqms South Evansville Pa
Dorrance D Snapp Jolict 111 W T
Truxton Norfolk Va C E Mont-
gomery Elizabethtown J H Mc
Cool Walla Walla Wash Carl Barnes
Bullochville Ga R W Mooney New
York F B Moore Ark
W R Purnell Bowling Green Moi and
F T Van Plalnfleld N J
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QUESTIONED TAFTS DIGESTION
How is your digestion Is your

weak Does It subject you to In
conventoace and dlstreo by day and
disturb your rest by night Does Indi-
gestion acquaint you with the horror
of Indigestion

These questions were propounded to
Secretary Taft in the first letter re
celVed after entering upon his duties
85 head of the War Department The
questions were clipped from a news-
paper advertisement and beneath them
was the picture of an insomnia pu
tini

The following note the
questions-

To the Secretary of War
Sir are ad

dressed to your conscience asa public
officer Unless you can answer themthe negative should Immediately
sign A Common or Garden

Per handwriting vas that of Secre-
tary Root

PAP TAFT WAS KIND
Pap Taft was the nickname

of Justice employe gave to Al
phonso Taft when he was serving as
Attorney General In President Grants
second Administration This name was
given to Mr Taft because he was so
kind to all persons worked under
himHe was the most reeling man who
has been at the head of the depart-
ment a messenger at the Department-
of Justice said In the father
of the present Secretary of Whr He
was much like his son Tuge Taft
The Tafts have the faculty of seeing the
bright side of everything

When Mr Taft was Attorney Gen-
eral the Department of Justice occu

Freedmans Bankwhich stood on a site on Pennsylvania
Avenue west of the building now occu-
pied by Bank

OUTTALKED CLUB WOMAN
LAfe Young editor of the Des Moines

Capital who was among the prominent
newspaper men who attended the meet
ing of the National Republican Editorial
Association In this city last week en
joys the distinction of having outtalked
a club woman a club woman of club
women

Des Moines was about to locate a new
public library Mr Young wanted It
located on a river front site and half-
a dozen other sites had warm advocates
The Des Moines Womans Club was
much interested in th location of the
new building and held A meeting to disk
cuss the subject Mr Young attended
and was the only man there

When the discussion began Mr Young
asked to be allowed to speak and began
an earnest argument In favor of the
river front locatiop A little woman
who favored another site objected to
having Mr Young speak and offered mo
tions that he be asked to desist Madame
President was much confused but Mr
Young was not ruffled In the least
kept on talking so far the little wo-
man and her supporters linally had to
sit down and allow him to finish his
speech

A vote was then taken and the river-
front won The question was then sub
mitted to a popular vote and Mr
Youngs site was selected and Is now

location of the Des Moines PublicLibrary
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ROUSED SIR CHIPMAN
Business wiia At low ftb in tho

market On the floor of the xchangt
In the tfeot and in the brOHciv
offices speculators and Investors
about In a sleepy munmr and took litti
hood of the quotation that were
at long intervals There was itbsoIutHy

nothing doing
Havent had a single order tod y

said G B Chlpmnn of B R Chapman
Co to a few men gathered his K

Street once
Not likely to either in this nvrk

said one df
Had It not been for the nobles or tic

street the entire party would h iv
probnbly JoUrtit ed Ito the t
Nod board boy ilid asleep for
half an hour after posting the last

Brrrrrrrr went the telephone
Guess thats an order for 0

shares he said with a smile as
walked toward the phone

A moment later the men in the ffl

startled to hear u conversation ii
the telephone box Mr Chipman wits
talking In loud voice and when he
came out he said

Got an order for 2000 shares of Steel
A few of the traiMjtntlter and the

order was on the New York exchange
Pretty soon Ute ticker buzzed ari a
quotation In appeared

The remarkable prediction excited Mr
Chipman so thut he could not continue
his sleep

MUSIC FOR MR HAY
OniJaif the official residences in Wash-

ington which is especially plagued by
street organ grinders Is that of Secre-
tary Hay Scarcely an evening i
that one of these Industrious mu-

sicians docs not plant himself in
front of the residence of the Secretary-
of State and there disturb the quiet
of the night by the shrill pipings ant
harsh jingling which emanates from his
mechanical music box

The Italian organ grinders who coire
to Washington hold a traditional
that the Secretary of State Is the agent
of the Government duly authorized f T
the distribution of small change among
penniless musicians For that reason
the grinders have such distinctly

airs as Yankee Doodle In their
repertoire and It Is this that they will
grind out patiently until they have at-

tracted notice
In the recent illness of Secretary liar

It was necessary to establish a lackey
on guard to shoo the musicians

and a plentiful distribution of
small change was also necessary

LEAP YEAR FLATS
BeaU an enterprising and pa-

triotic citizen of Alton I1L in at
present engaged In building flats rhlcn
will be fitted up with all modern con-

veniences for housekeeping When com-

pleted they will be known as the Leap
Year flats

To all applicants for these apartments
Mr Bcall has but one answer to mak
The buildings he says are not Inten 1

ed for ordinary tenants and will otJy bo
let on these conditions

1 Applicants must be married in Mcv
or June 1904

2 They must believe In Prciidtjnt-
Rooseveltfs id abut Jfami lies Chi-
cago Inter Ocean
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GRAND QEHIEJL
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PIANI5SIM0I

FORTECRESCENDO 4

1
THE BRIGHTER SIDE

You seem to watching the

ticker I didnt know you had any

money invested

1 havent Im just figuring out how

much I saved by losing all I had last

enjo y

week

>

TRAPPEDI

hear that Outlate has re-

signed from the club What was the
trouble

Singleton Why yes You see his
wife dropped in last week and that
stupid clerk told her that Outlate had
not been at the club in two month

V

GayboyI ¬

CANT FOOL HIMf

Carry your grip boss

Not I aint agoin to trust

you with that valuable gold brick I jest

bought Ive heard of you bunco steer

l

l

ers

much

WELL FIXED

they got married did

they Well what did they have i
start housekeeping with

Algy Oh a couple of good appetites

EthelSo

I


